
Kuju Kyuden Forest* is the name of our company-owned forest in Yufu City, Oita Prefecture (by Lake Yamashita). This is where the 
Kyuden Mirai Foundation conducts environmental education activities, aiming to ensure an environment �lled with biodiversity. 
Here, our group company Kyushu Rinsan Co., Inc. began a �eld survey to help in this effort. (*More details on p. 42)

For the �eld survey, we brought in experts to give advice on creating an environment where diverse species of creatures can 
thrive. In addition, we have con�rmed a wide range of species, including species classi�ed as Near-Threatened such as the 
spotless grass yellow*1 butter�y and the osprey*2 in Oita Prefecture.

We will conduct the biodiversity survey throughout the four seasons and use the results as indicators to visualize the results of 
our efforts.

Kyushu Rinsan Co., Inc., a group company, has been designated by the city of Fukuoka as the administrator of Kanatake-no-Sato 
Park in the Nishi-ku district, and is working with the Wild Bird Society of Japan’s Fukuoka branch to conduct surveys in the park, 
primarily to monitor wild birds.

Surveys are also being conducted on �owering plants, animals, insects, and other organisms. In FY2017, 12 surveys were 
conducted, con�rming the existence of 136 types of �owering plants and 62 species of wild birds, including two species found for 
the �rst time on the park grounds, including the dark-sided �ycatcher, a small passerine bird.

Also, egg-laying by the Japanese brown frog was con�rmed in the marshy areas and waterways of the park. The frog is a 
species designated as Vulnerable in Fukuoka Prefecture. A survey of egg masses is being carried out, along with conservation. In 
FY2017, 349 egg masses were con�rmed in the park.
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Brown hawk-owl
(Helped to get untangled from string in a �eld.)

Egg mass of the Japanese brown frog

Spotless grass yellow butter�y Surveying the area

Biodiversity Survey on Diversity at the Kuju Kyuden Forest (Kyushu Rinsan Co., Inc.)

Biodiversity Survey at Facilities Administered by Our Group (Kyushu Rinsan Co., Inc.)

*1 Spotless grass yellow: a small butter�y of the family Pieridae that lives in riverbeds and on grassy embankments. Although it was considered to 
be commonplace in the past, its numbers have declined sharply due to work on riverbanks, and extinction is a nationwide 
concern.

*2 Osprey: A bird in the hawk family native to coastlines, estuaries, lakes and the like; it nests atop big trees and rocks, and on cliffs. Due to chemical 
contamination of the �sh it feeds on, osprey numbers are declining worldwide.

Children fully engaged in a class Awe-inspiring tour of the Sendai Nuclear 
Power Station

We offer visiting school talks on energy and 
environmental issues throughout Kyushu for 
fun learning.

In FY2017, 529 classes were conducted in 
elementary and junior high schools, reaching 
16,000 children and getting them to think about 
energy and the environment.

We are carrying out activities throughout Kyushu aimed at the next generation to foster interest in energy and the environment.

We manage a headwater conservation forest to ensure stable supplies of water for hydroelectricity generation. The rich natural 
environment of Lake Yamashita (Yufu City, Oita Prefecture) located in this vast forest is the location for an experiential environmental 
education program run by the Kyuden Mirai Foundation together with our group company, Kyushu Rinsan Co., Inc. A total of 24 
sessions with a total of 1,280 participants were conducted in FY2017.

Through this type of environmental education, we aim to raise environmental conservation awareness among children and 
teach them through classroom lectures about the current global warming situation and the role of forests. The program’s objective 
is to protect the environment in Kyushu into the future. The hands-on program combines a look into the fun of the forestry 
profession, observing the forest, and working with wood.

Learning how to cut down a tree Observing the forest, in the midst of nature Woodworking—the struggle of working with 
hard wood

Energy and Environmental Education for the Next Generation

Environmental Education for the Next Generation

Environmental Education at Kuju Kyuden Forest in Yufu City, Oita Prefecture
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We carry out “Eco-mother” activities to support environmental education for children 
and to provide environmental information to their parents and guardians.

These activities involve mothers in various parts of Kyushu visiting nursery 
schools and others as “Eco-mothers” to read picture books with environmental 
themes, instilling in young children the importance of valuing the environment.

In FY2017, 200 sessions were held, with the participation of approximately 
16,000 children, parents and guardians.

In addition, over the past 15 years, we have conducted more than 3,600 
sessions in total, reaching about 250,000 kids and adults.

“Eco-mother” activities communicate 
the importance of the environment

“Eco-Mother” Activities Support Environmental Education

Cutting a log with a handsawMaking chopsticks from thinned hinoki cypress

To foster a love of forests in children, we have been conducting hands-on environmental events we call Kyuden Play Forest in 
various places around Kyushu since FY2016. In FY2017 we increased the frequency of the events, expanding them to other 
parts of Kyushu.

At such an event, in collaboration with environmental groups, employees from various companies set up booths in the 
forest for kids and their families to have fun with things like making their own chopsticks, playing nature games, cutting logs, 
and more.

Kyuden Play Forest Activities Across Kyushu

A nature game to generate excitement about 
contact with plants and forest creatures

Cleaning the beach with local citizens (Sendai 
Power Station)

Children getting dirty planting sweet potatoes 
(Karita Power Station)

Green curtains of goya (bitter gourd) and 
morning glory plants (Asahi Kindergarten, 
af�liated with Nakamura Gakuen University)

At 103 of our business sites, the 
Kyuden Group joined together with 
citizens in cleanup activities or �ower 
planting run by local authorities, as well 
as exhibiting at environmental events.

We carried out a range of next generation-focused environmental education activities at 21 business sites aimed at local 
daycare and elementary school children. Among the various activities were environmental and energy-related school talks, 
sweet potato harvesting (and planting) and sweet�sh fry river releases.

June has been designated “Environmental Month,” and every year a variety of environmental activities are carried out in different 
parts of Kyushu. Based on the Kyuden Group’s brand message of each employee working to “make a brighter future for 
generations to come,” we pursue environmental activities that increase communication with local citizens at each business site.

In FY2017, we enhanced and expanded collaborative efforts with local communities, holding such events as releasing sweet�sh 
fry (juvenile �sh) into the Mimikawa river system and harvesting sweet potatoes (and planting them) on power station premises.

Planting �owers with daycare children (Kumamoto 
Higashi Power Distribution Business Sites)

Releasing fry and hoping they grow 
(Mimikawa Hydropower Development Of�ce)

Environmental Education for the Next Generation

Joining in with Local Citizens

Environment Month Initiatives
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